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Habibullah, Amir of Kabul, helped to keep the Frontier
quiet, although the derelict arms of Turkey and of Russia
drifted steadily into the mountains. But in February,
1919 Habibullah Khan was murdered, and his third son
Amanullah succeeded in seizing the throne.

Then followed an event which made the problem and
the defence of India most acute, For forty years our
military developments, especially those undertaken during
the years of Lord Kitchener's tenure of the office of
commander-in-chief, had been based on the understanding
that Afghanistan was our ally, in danger of Russian aggres-
sion. But in 1919 the young Amanullah, insecure on his
throne, launched his army, which was angry and suspicious
at his father's death, in an invasion of British India. The
British India Army was demobilizing. The British troops
in India were all time-expired. Nevertheless they had to
be hurried back to the Frontier. Two Afghan armies, one
under the lately murdered Nadir Shah, invaded India.
They were kicked back again as fast as they had come,
but with considerable loss of life to the Anglo-Indian Army,
from heat as well as from battle. Further, the whole of
thirty years* work of pacification and civilization of the
Frontier hills was practically wiped out.

From this time forth, we have once again to take heed
of a somewhat Balkanized Afghanistan as one of the potential
war storms. We may have to face Russia, in protection
of Afghanistan, alliance or no alliance, or we may even
have to face the two in an unholy combination, with
200,000 armed tribesmen for auxiliaries, with all the
imagined wealth of India as their guerdon.

On the Oxus the Sovietization, with terrible cruelties,
that lie last ten years have seen has brought many anxieties
and difficulties in its train. In place of the Imperial "Grey-
coat guard on the Oxus ford3 we have a series of Soviets,
while across the Oxus in Afghan Turkistan we have similar
races to those grouped in Soviets the other side. This n